University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes, January 27, 2003 by University of Northern Iowa. Faculty Senate.
University of Northern Iowa 
UNI ScholarWorks 
Documents - Faculty Senate Faculty Senate 
1-27-2003 
University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes, 
January 27, 2003 
University of Northern Iowa. Faculty Senate. 
Copyright ©2003 Faculty Senate, University of Northern Iowa 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents 
 Part of the Higher Education Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you 
Recommended Citation 
University of Northern Iowa. Faculty Senate., "University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate Meeting 
Minutes, January 27, 2003" (2003). Documents - Faculty Senate. 1034. 
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/1034 
This Minutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Senate at UNI ScholarWorks. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Documents - Faculty Senate by an authorized administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For 
more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu. 
SUMMARY OF FACULTY SENATE MEETING 01/27/03 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Cooper called the Senate to order at 3:17 P .M. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes of the 01/13/03 meeting as 
submitted by Senator Herndon; second by Senator Vajpeyi. Motion 
passed. 
CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION 
Crystal Britt, KWWL, Terry Hudson, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 
and Kevin Koppes, Northern Iowan were present. 
COMMENTS FROM PROVOST PODOLEFSKY 
Provost Podolefsky thanked Dr. Hes~on and Chair Cooper for their 
role in hosting Regents Board of Directors Executive Director 
Greg Nichols visit to campus, noting that Mr. Nichols' discussion 
was not very optimistic about this year's budget. Provost 
Podolefsky noted that he is somewhat apprehensive about the 
budget and he will be looking at various scenarios based on 
potential budget outcomes and will begin to make some risk 
assessments. 
COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, MELISSA HESTON 
Chair Cooper noted that Dr. Heston is ill and not able to attend 
today's meeting. 
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR, CAROL COOPER 
Chair Cooper responded that she was please with Mr. Nichols' 
visit and that there was a comfortable sized faculty in 
attendance. She noted that he was very upbeat about the current 
circumstances, both in talking with the larger group and in an 
informal dinner meeting. 
Chair Cooper reminded the Senate that there is a Legislative 
Forum this Friday at AEA 7 with reception at 4:00 and the actual 
presentation to begin at 4:30, noting that this will be taped and 
shown throughout the weekend on the cable access channel. As the 
Governor will be speaking Friday, the legislators will probably 
have a little more to say in response to his message. The 
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legislature has said that they have all intentions of fully 
funding the faculty salaries. 
Chair Cooper noted that she has received a letter of thanks from 
the family of Dean Primrose for the flowers were sent from the 
Faculty Senate. 
Chair Cooper reminded the Senate of items coming to the Senate in 
the near future, including a proposal from the M.A. in Athletic 
Training, a report from the "Title Committee" on giving titles 
other than professional titles, and a report on registration 
order. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
835 	 Oral Communication Competency Policy 
Motion to docket for a February meeting as item #744 by Senator 
Christensen; second by Senator Herndon. Motion passed. 
ONOING BUSINESS 
Associate Provost Koch noted that Phil Patton, Chair of the 
Calendar Committee, has sent a message to department heads asking 
them to talk with their faculties about some new proposals that 
have been made. That discussion will be going on the next couple 
of weeks and should be coming to the Senate with a report soon. 
Chair Cooper asked that the Senators all receive copies of those 
proposals. 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS 
740 	 Consider motion from the College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Senate on banning smoking within thirty feet from 
entrances and exits to UNI campus buildings 
Chair Cooper passed out condensed versions of the Health and 
Safety Committee's recent discussion of the topic. 
Joe Gorton, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and 
Criminology, representing the College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Senate, was present. Dr. Gorton thanked the Senate for 
allowing this item to be placed on the Faculty Senate's docket. 
He noted that the SBS Senate believe that they came up with a 
commonsense recommendation of how to approach what they believe 
is a 	 significant health and safety issue for the university 
community which is that smoking be banned within 30 feet of all 
entrances and exits to UNI campus buildings. 
The SBS Senate thinks it's time to place some additional 
restrictions on where people can smoke on this campus; they are 
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recommending banning smoking within thirty feet of entrances and 
exits. They are not recommending a ban to the right of people to 
smoke and to destroy their lungs, but a restriction on their 
right to damage other people's lungs is appropriate. 
Dr. Gorton provided a brief history on the topic noting that this 
issue first came up in Fall 2001 at their College Senate meeting. 
It was discussed with the consensus that it made good sense and 
it was taken to the Health and Safety Committee. To his 
knowledge no action was taken by the Health and Safety Committee 
on the smoking restriction issue. He reported back to the SBS 
College Senate and it was decided to be brought to the Faculty 
Senate. He noted that they are not making any recommendations as 
to how to implement or enforce their recommendation. 
Discussion followed on the history of this issue in regards to 
how the Health and Safety Committee dealt with it with Dr. Barb 
Weeg, who was on the Health and Safety Committee at the time, 
reporting. 
Chair Cooper stated that she had visited with the Chair of the 
Health and Safety Committee and it was made clear that the Health 
and Safety Committee was not sure with what was happening with 
the issue. She then received the notes from their meetings 
dealing with the issue that were passed out to the Senate and it 
appears that they are looking at the issue. 
Discussion followed on the extent of the problem here on campus, 
what's being done on other campuses, how to enforce the 
recommendation, and possible alternatives to alleviate the 
problem. 
Provost Podolefsky noted that from the discussion there appears 
to be support for a strategy of positive inducement to encourage 
smokers to go elsewhere that needs to be considered first. He 
suggested the construction of a number experimental Plexiglas 
structures to protect smokers from the wind with ashtrays, and 
removal of ashtrays from the door areas with signage directing 
smokers to these structures. This would be a non-authoritative 
way to provide smokers a better place and to turn this into a 
positive rather than a punitive measure. 
Senator Zaman moved to ask Facilities Planning to develop 
experimental ways to discourage smoking outside entrances, exits 
and air intakes of university buildings, whether by construction 
of structures or by moving smoking apparatus, to encourage people 
to leave entrances and exits smoke free; second by Senator Swan. 
Discussion followed as to other solutions such as limiting 
smoking to only certain entrances, moving ashtrays. 
Motion passed. 
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Dr. Gorton thanked the University Faculty Senate, noting that he 
is very pleased with the action taken today as will the College 
of Behavioral and Social Science Senate. 
ADJOURNMENT 
DRAFT FOR SENATOR'S REVIEW 






PRESENT: Kenneth Basom, Karen Couch Breitbach, Clif Chancey, 
David Christensen, Carol Cooper, Cindy Herndon, Ali Kashef, Chris 
Ogbondah, Provost Podolefsky, Tom Romanin, Laura Terlip, Jesse 
Swan, Dhirendra Vajpeyi, Katherine vanWormer, Susan Wurtz, 
Shahram Varzavand, Donna Vinton, Mir Zaman. 
Also attending was Associate Provost Koch. 
Barb Weeg was attending for Susan Moore. 
Absent: Melissa Heston, Gayle Pohl. 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Cooper called the Senate to order at 3:17 P.M. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes of the 01/13/03 meeting as 
submitted by Senator Herndon; second by Senator Vajpeyi. Motion 
passed. 
CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION 
Crystal Britt, K~ML, Terry Hudson, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 
and Kevin Koppes, Northern Iowan were present. 
COMMENTS FROM PROVOST PODOLEFSKY 
Provost Podolefsky thanked Dr. Heston and Chair Cooper for their 
role in hosting Regents Board of Directors Executive Director 
Greg Nichols' visit to campus. He noted that Mr. Nichols' 
discussion was not very optimistic about this years budget, and 
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the Governor will give his address this Friday which also may not 
be as optimistic we all had hoped. He noted that he is somewhat 
apprehensive about the budget and he will be looking at various 
scenarios based on potential budget outcomes and begin to make 
some risk assessments. The only way to not have a serious 
catastrophe is to begin planning now. 
COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, MELISSA HESTON 
Chair Cooper noted that Dr. Heston is ill and not able to attend 
today's meeting. 
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR COOPER 
Chair Cooper responded that she was please with Mr. Ni chols' 
visit and that there was a comfortable sized faculty in 
attendance. Chair Cooper noted that Senator Wurtz, Senator 
Chancey, Faculty Chair Heston, Kate Martin, Chair of the Senate 
ASP Committee, Bob Martin of SBS, and herself had dinner Mr. 
Nichols and talked informally. She noted that he was very upbeat 
about the current circumstances, both in talking with the larger 
group and in the informal dinner meeting. 
Chair Cooper reminded the Senate that there lS a Legislative 
Forum this Friday at AEA 7 with reception at 4:00 and the actual 
presentation to begin at 4:30. She noted that this would be 
taped and shown throughout the weekend on the cable access 
channel. As the Governor will be speaking Friday, the 
legislators will probably have a little more to say in response 
to his message. The legislature has said that they have all 
intentions of fully funding the faculty salaries. She noted that 
this should be an interesting forum and encouraged all those who 
are able to attend. 
Chair Cooper noted that she has received a letter of thanks from 
the family of Dean Primrose. Flowers were sent from the Faculty 
Senate and his obituary mentioned his service to the Faculty 
Senate. 
Chair Cooper reminded the Senate of items coming to the Senate in 
the near future. These include a proposal from the M.A. in 
Athletic Training, a report from the "Title Committee" on giving 
titles other than professional titles, and a report on 
registration order. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
835 Oral Communication Competency Policy 
Motion to docket for a February meeting as item #744 by Senator 
Christensen; second by Senator Herndon. Motion passed. 
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ONGOING BUSINESS 
Associate Provost Koch noted that phil Patton, Chair of the 
Calendar Committee, has sent a message to department heads asking 
them to talk with their faculties about some new proposals that 
have been made. That discussion will be going on the next couple 
of weeks and should be coming to the Senate with a report soon. 
Chair Cooper asked that the Senators all receive copies of those 
proposals. 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS 
740 	 Consider motion from the College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Senate on banning smoking within thirty feet from 
entrances and exits to UNI campus buildings 
Chair Cooper passed out condensed versions of the Health and 
Safety Committee's discussion of the topic. 
Joe Gorton, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and 
Criminology, representing the College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Senate was present. Dr. Gorton thanked the Senate for 
allowing this item to be placed on the Faculty Senate's docket. 
He noted that the SBS Senate believe that they came up with a 
commonsense recommendation of how to approach what they believe 
is a significant health and safety issue for the university 
community which is that smoking be banned within 30 feet of all 
entrances and exits to UNI campus buildings. 
Dr. Gorton noted that most everyone would agree that secondhand 
smoke is not good for us; it damages our lungs and is not good 
for our health. With all public buildings, people must endure 
this problem of walking through smoke just to enter the building 
because smoking is prohibited inside those buildings. The 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Senate thinks it's time 
to place some additional restrictions on where people can smoke 
on this campus. And they are recommending banning smoking within 
thirty feet of entrances and exits. They are not recommending a 
ban to the right of people to smoke and to destroy their lungs, 
but a restriction on their right to damage other people's lungs 
is appropriate. 
Dr. Gorton provided a brief history on the topic noting that this 
issue first came up in Fall 2001 at their College Senate meeting. 
It was discussed with the consensus that it made good sense and 
it was taken to the Health and Safety Committee. He made a brief 
presentation to .the Health and Safety Committee on November 14, 
2001. There was some discussion and the item was tabled for 
further discussion. He was invited back for the next meeting on 
December 12. At that meeting emergency management issues were 
discussed in the wake of 9-11 and the smoking restriction issue 
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was not discussed. To his knowledge no action was taken by the 
Health and Safety Committee on the smoking restriction issue. He 
reported back to the SBS College Senate and it was decided to be 
brought to the Faculty Senate. He noted that they are not making 
any recommendations as to how to implement or enforce their 
recommendation. 
Senator Zaman noted that if the Health and Safety Committee voted 
not to discuss the issue then why is it coming to the Faculty 
Senate. Discussion followed on the history of this issue in 
regards to how the Health and Safety Committee dealt with it. 
Dr. Barb Weeg, who was on the Health and Safety Committee at the 
time, noted that in January 2002 there was an e-mail vote taken 
to investigate the issue with three "no", two "yes", two 
"absententions" , and one recorded "non vote". At that time the 
Health and Safety Committee decided not to investigate. 
Chair Cooper stated that she had visited with the Chair of the 
Health and Safety Committee and it was made clear that the Health 
and Safety Committee was not sure what was happening with the 
issue. She then received the notes from their meetings dealing 
with the issue and it appears that they are looking at the issue . 
Discussion followed on the extent of the problem here on campus, 
what 's being done on other campuses, how to enforce the 
recommendation, and possible alternatives to alleviated the 
problem. 
Senator Chancey stated that this proposal is intended as a "high 
water mark" for what we should do for health; the questions of 
enforcement should be secondary, and we should be somewhat 
flexible as to how this is enforced. 
Provost Podo lefsky noted that from the discussion there appears 
to be support for a strategy for positive inducement to encourage 
smokers to go elsewhere that needs to be considered first. He 
suggest the construction o f a number experimental Plexiglas 
structures to protect smokers from the wind with ashtrays, and 
removal of ashtrays from the door areas with signage directing 
smokers to these structures. This would be a non-authoritative 
way to provide smokers a better place and to turn this into a 
positive rather than a punitive measure. 
Chair Cooper noted that when this item first came to the Senate 
that she conducted an random, informal survey questioning smokers 
wha t they would do if they were forced to move and all seemed 
willing to cooperate. 
Senator Zaman moved to ask Facilities Planning to develop 
experimental ways to discourage smoking outside entrances, exits 
and air intakes of university buildings, whether by construction 
of structures or by moving smoking apparatus, to encourage people 
to leave entrances and exits smoke free; second by Senator Swan. 
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Discussion followed as to other solutions such as limiting 
smoking to only certain entrances, moving ashtrays. 
Motion passed. 
Dr. Gorton thanked the Univ ersity Faculty Senate, noting that he 
is v ery pleased with the action taken today as will the College 
of Behavioral and Social Science Senate be. 
Motion to adjourn by Senate Basom; second by Senator Ogbondah. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dena Snowden 
Faculty Senate Secretary 
